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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

April 11, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

What a joy to celebrate that the tomb is empty! Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! Alleluia! Throughout the next couple of weeks in the Easter season, 
we will look at what that means for us by examining what the risen Savior 
gives us by virtue of his resurrection. Today, the risen Savior gives us peace. 
So much could be said about that word alone. For now, we will simply recall 
that the peace that comes from Jesus is unlike anything else we would ever 
experience on this side of heaven. Thank you, Jesus, for your peace!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is white, which signifies the perfect peace we have in 
Jesus.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed!” by Keith Getty, Kristin Getty, and Ed Cash. ©2012 Getty Music ad Alletrop Music 
(BMI)(admin. by MusicServices.org). Used by Permission: CCLI#145043.  

“Lord, I Lift Your Name.” Rick Founds. ©1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. Used by Permission. CCLI #145043

Psalm 16. Refrain Text, Tune & Setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/ Morningstar Publishers. Verse Text & Tune: 
public domain. Verse setting: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/ Morningstar Publishers.

756  We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight. Text (v.1-3, 5): public domain. Text (v.4): ©2004 Stephen P. Starke; admin, 
Concordia House Publishing, Inc. Tune: ©1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-719903 

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Christ Is Risen! He's Risen Indeed!
Song Leaders sing the verses. All sing the chorus.

Along with a resounding 
refrain, this song has a 
strong connection to 

today’s Gospel and theme!

Chorus:
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Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Chorus:
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M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
C:  

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 
peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the 
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated.
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The Word

FIRST LESSON  -  Acts 18:1-11
The Lord reassures Paul of his presence. 
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 16 | The People's Psalter 
Song Leaders will sing 

 

Song Leaders - When in the night I meditate
On mercies multiplied,
My grateful heart inspires my tongue
To bless the Lord, my guide.

        All: ♫ Lord, in you I trust. You are my God. ♫

Song Leaders - Forever in my thoughts the Lord
Before my face shall stand;
Secure, unmoved I shall remain,
With God at my right hand.

        All: ♫ Lord, in you I trust. You are my God. ♫ 

Song Leaders - My inmost being thrills with joy
And gladness fills my soul;
Because on God my trust is stayed,
My life is now made whole.

All: ♫ Lord, in you I trust. You are my God. ♫

While our First Readings typically come from 
the Old Testament, we hear from the book of 

Acts in the season of Easter. This helps us see 
the effects of the resurrection on the early 

Christian Church.
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Song Leaders - I know that I shall not be left
Forgotten in the grave,
And from corruption, you, O Lord,
Your holy ones will save.

All: ♫ Lord, in you I trust. You are my God. ♫

Song Leaders - The path of life you show to me;
Of joy a boundless store
Is ever found at your right hand,
And pleasures evermore.

All: ♫ Lord, in you I trust. You are my God. ♫

SECOND LESSON  1 John 1:1-4
Knowing the peace of Jesus brings us complete joy.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY | CW p. 40
C:  ♫ Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

These words are written that we may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  ♫

Please stand.
GOSPEL  John 20:19-31
Jesus brings peace to his frightened followers. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

HYMN        O Sons and Daughters of the King | CW 165 (1-4)
Verse 1-Song Leaders; 2-All; 3-Men; 4-Women      
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children are invited to come forward for a special message, or they may remain in the pews.

HYMN             O Sons and Daughters of the King | CW 165 (5-9)
Verse 5-Song Leaders; 6-Men; 7-Women; 8-All; 9-All     

SERMON The Word of Life Brings Peace  

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34, 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died, and was buried.  Mt.27:32-61; Mk. 15:21-47; Lk. 23:26-56; Jn. 19:16b-42

He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead.  1 Cor.15:4b
He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17
the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23
the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6
the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8
the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7
and the life everlasting. Amen. 1 Th. 4:17

Be seated

These are not just random phrases we recite week after week;
just look at the biblical basis that we have for each of the things we confess in this creed!
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  
If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION VIDEO
- Central Africa Medical Mission  

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: God of all grace, we thank you for the 

gift of eternal life in Your Son.
C: By the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful testimony of the 

apostles, you have assured us that our faith stands on a sure and solid foundation.
M: Though we do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see him with the eyes of 

faith. Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on your Church that it may faithfully proclaim 
the gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and to all people.

C: Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your Word, and so 
keep us in the one and only true faith.

M:  Preserve us from all assaults on our souls and deliver us from doubt and despair.
C: Preserve us from worldly wisdom and false teaching.
M: Forgive the sins of your people. Strengthen the doubting and faithless.
C: Bring back the forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and the distressed.

Special Prayers and intercession may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:   As we go from this holy place today, grant peace and rest to us all. We pray this in the 
name of Christ our Lord, who has taught us also to pray…

This keeps before our eyes the work of 
other congregations or our synod—a 

wonderful and welcome reminder 
that the gospel message is bringing 
peace to so many people across the 

country and the world.
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 

HYMN We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight / CWS 756
Verse 1-Song Leaders; 2-All; 3-Men; 4-Women; 5-All
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Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace.

C:  ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. ♫
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN This Joyful Eastertide | CW 160
All sing the refrain; Verse 1-All; 2-Pastors; 3-All 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. Even though a lot of things were going well for Paul in Acts 18, what things (in those 
verses or otherwise) might have robbed him of peace? In other words, for what 
reasons do you think God’s words to Paul were so helpful at that specific moment?

2. John 20:30 lets us know that we don’t get to hear about or see every miracle that 
Jesus did. In what way might that bother someone? In what way can that statement 
serve as a comfort to that same person?

3. Compare 1 John 1:1-4 with 2 Peter 1:16-18. What is similar between the two sections? 
What is different?

4. Another section that is similar to 1 John 1:1-4 is John 1:1-14. Read them and write 
down words or phrases that show up in both.

5. Peace is kind of an invisible thing; what does it mean for you that Jesus has given 
you peace? To put it another way, what can you rest from because of what you 
heard from God’s Word today?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Ephesians

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

“THIS IS A GREAT MYSTERY” – A STUDY OF EPHESIANS April 11 | 9:15 AM

“Pastor, I want to read the Bible, but there’s so much to choose from. Which book of the 
Bible should I read first?” You might be surprised at the number of times we’ve heard this 
question. While there’s really no wrong answer, we’re going to take a close look at why 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians might belong at (or near) the top of that list. This class will 
be a verse-by-verse study of Ephesians in which we will examine a number of interesting 
doctrines in chapters 1-3. In chapters 4-6, we will see what those doctrines mean in our 
lives as Christians and in our specific walks of life. All along the way, we will see how 
God’s mysterious will works for us and in us. Join us in the cafeteria starting April 11th!

MONDAY NIGHT WORSHIP RETURNS April 12 | 6:30PM

Due to declining attendance at our service for "at-risk" individuals, we are switch back to 
our normal Monday schedule.  Beginning this week, Monday services will be held at 6:30 
PM. They will be the same as our Sunday services including singing. If you still prefer 
being in a smaller crowd, this service is a great fit. It is also an opportunity for you to 
attend public worship if you unable to come on Sunday. See our April newsletter for more 
details.

VIRTUAL MEN'S CONFERENCE NEXT SATURDAY MORNING April 17

Join up to 500 other men for a virtual Men of His Word Conference. The keynote (Mike 
Novotny, lead speaker for Time of Grace) and two presenters will remind you that 
nothing can separate us from the love of Christ (Romans 8:35) which also binds us to one 
another. Though we may be separated, we remain united. The $15 registration fee covers 
as many men as you have gathered with you, so get a group together.  For more 
information, visit menofhisword.org.
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CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP VIRTUAL CONFERENCE June 11

The Christian Leadership Experience (CLE) is a community of faithful Christians saved 
by grace who long for serving God in all areas: spiritual, personal and professional. In 
2021, CLE charges into the future with Challenge Accepted! The afternoon will include 
worship and music plus a dynamic line up of speakers. For more information, visit 
christlead.com

CENTRAL AFRICA MEDICAL MISSION

The WELS Central Africa Medical Mission (CAMM) is marking 60 years of meeting the 
physical and spiritual needs of people in Zambia and Malawi.

The CAMM clinics in Malawi and Zambia serve all the medical needs short of 
hospitalization for close to 50,000 people, including:

 Routine child health and nutrition services
 Delivery of babies in Zambia (mandated by the government)
 Pre- and post-delivery care
 Comprehensive HIV/AIDS health services
 Outpatient medical services
 Chronic disease monitoring
 Making sure villages have safe water supplies and adequate sanitation
 Teaching on topics such as general health and how to plant and care for nutrition 

gardens
 Integrating COVID-19 management strategies to both provide care for and 

minimize possible infection transmission

Learn more about the Central Africa Medical Mission at www.camm.us.

GIFT FROM THRIVENT CHOICE

We recently received $354.00 from Thrivent Financial through their Thrivent Choice 
program.  Although the gift was directly from Thrivent, it was members who directed 
that this money should go to St. Paul's. Your investments or insurance with Thrivent 
Financial may qualify you to direct funds to this ministry.  Check with your Thrivent 
representative.
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CALENDAR    April 11-18

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Ephesian Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 
 2:00 PM Adult Co-ed Volleyball

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM Chapel Service
5:30 PM Handbells in the balcony
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center 

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center

10:30 AM Worship 
 2:00 PM Adult Co-ed Volleyball

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  307   

From July 1, 2020 to April 7, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 817,616
Actual cost of ministry:   $ 851,759

Mortgage balance:  $1,280,170

peace
be with

you



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

 

www.stpaulswr.org


